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Summer Holiday Learning  
Year 6 

The Year 6 teachers are looking forward to welcoming the children back in September where 
the term’s learning will look at World War II, sustainability and self-sufficiency in the UK and 
light and electricity to name just a few! 
To provide your child with the best start to Year 6, we have compiled some ideas of a range of 
work that all children should be able to complete by the time they enter Year 6.  We would 
appreciate any time which could be spent on these activities. Alongside this, we have also 
listed some possible activities and visits that could support to enrich learning.  

Maths 
Written methods 
Throughout Year 5, the children have practised the formal written methods for the four number 
operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division). One of the key focus areas in 
Year 6 is the application of this understanding through contextual problem solving. As such, 
the summer holidays provides an opportunity to practise these written methods to ensure a 
confident understanding when your child returns in September. Videos of these methods can 
be found on our school website: Maths Concepts Explained (hook-jun.hants.sch.uk) Why not roll 
dice to create calculations and then race as a family to answer them? 
Times tables 
Times tables knowledge underpins children’s learning in maths (multiplication, division, 
fractions, ratio and algebra). The National Curriculum sets the expectation that these essential 
number facts (up to 12 x 12) are known by all children by the end of year 4 and we have found 
that children who enter year 6 without a secure knowledge of these, find it to be a significant 
barrier to their learning. As such, any regular support that you can give your child to help them 
in this respect is encouraged and greatly appreciated. Times Tables Rockstars is a great 
resource along with other popular games: 
Times Tables Rock Stars: Play (ttrockstars.com) 

Times Tables Games for 7 to 11 year olds (topmarks.co.uk) 

https://www.hook-jun.hants.sch.uk/index.php/curriculum/380-maths-concepts-explained
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/times-tables
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Spelling 
It is expected that by the end of 
Year 6, children will be 
confident in their ability to spell 
the words listed in the Year 3, 
4, 5 and 6 word lists. Spelling is 
an important aspect of the 
children’s writing assessment; 
therefore, regular practise of 
these words is also highly 
encouraged. The children will 
also be tested on these words 
early in the autumn term in 
order to establish a baseline to 
work from. 
There are many ways to 
support your child to learn their 
spellings. 
Curriculum spellings 
These words will be used within our units of work.  Therefore, it would be beneficial to practise 
these in preparation. 
Britain    allies      axis      territories      occupied   evacuation    conflict   chronology   
discrimination  Holocaust      leadership      electricity      sustainability      rationing    self-
sufficient    reservoirs    conserve   ingredients seasonality    vegetation    distribution     

Reading 
Reading 
Below is a recommended reading list for children 
entering Year 6, many of which can be found at 
the local library. There is also the Summer 
Reading Challenge taking place in libraries 
across Hampshire (Fleet and Basingstoke are 
our closest) which is free to be involved with. 
More information can be found by following this 
link: Summer Reading Challenge 2022 – 
Gadgeteers! – Hampshire Libraries 
Recommended reading lists 
Fiction linked to autumn learning: 

• Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 
• War Horse by Michael Morpurgo (WW1) 
• Shadow by Michael Morpurgo (Afghanistan) 
• Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 
• After the War by Tom Palmer 
• When Hitller Stole Pink Rabbit-Judith Kerr 
• Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 
• The Valley of Lost Secrets by Lesley Parr 
• When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle 
• The Midnight Guardians by Ross Montgomery 

https://hampshirelibraries.blog/2022/06/23/summer-reading-challenge-2022-gadgeteers/
https://hampshirelibraries.blog/2022/06/23/summer-reading-challenge-2022-gadgeteers/
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Non Fiction linked to autumn learning: 

• Woeful Second World War by Terry Deary 
• Skyward: The Story of Female pilots in WWII bySally Deng  
• The Missing: The True Story of My Family in World War II by Michael Rosen 

Other recommended reading: 

• Fairy Tales gone bad: Zombierella by Joseph Coelho 
• The Night Bus Hero by Onjali Rauf 
• Tin by Padraig Haig 
• How Not to Turn Invisible by Ross Welford 
• Mortal Engines by Phillip Reeve 
• The Good Thieves by Katherine Rundell 
• Crater Lake by Jennifer Killick 
• Planet Omar, Accidental Trouble Magnet by Zanib Mian 
• Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah 
• When Life gives you Mangoes by Kereen Getten 
• Magic Born by Peter Bunzl 
• The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkien 
• Coraline by Neil Gaiman 

Useful websites 
World War Two - BBC Teach 

World War II Facts For Kids | WWII Information | DK Find Out 
Sustainability - KS2 Geography - BBC Bitesize 

Suggested trips/ visits 
• Aldershot Military Museum, Aldershot The Tank Museum, Dorset 
• The Royal Navy Submarine Museum, Gosport 
• The Historic Dockyard, Chatham 
• Churchill’s War Rooms, London 
• Imperial War Museum, London 
• Winchester Science Centre (Sparks live show linking to our topic of electricity daily 

through the holidays) 
• The Sustainability Centre, Petersfield  
• Swimming (by the end of KS2 children should be able to swim 25m) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-world-war-two/zjnyscw
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/world-war-ii/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zshp34j
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